
 

National Non-Fiction November 2020 

The Planet We Share 

 

 

The purpose of this list is to highlight some of the best and most recently 

published books about this year’s theme. For convenience it is divided into 

broad subtopics, with a suggestion of age suitability for each title. 

 

Environment 

 

100 Things to Know About Planet Earth 

Usborne          ISBN 9781474950626          £9.99 

A visually stunning book filled with fascinating facts, bright infographic 

illustrations, information on the ways we can help our planet and links to 

specially selected websites to find out more. 

  

 
 

The Big Book of Blooms                                                                                            

Yuval Zommer                                   

Thames and Hudson           ISBN 9780500651995           £12.95 

This latest title in a series of giant-size non-fiction picture books explores all 

kinds of colourful, carnivorous, weird and wonderful flowering plants from 

around the world. All of the other titles in the Big Book series celebrate 

different aspects of the world around us including: The Big Book of Bugs, The 

Big Book of Birds, The Big Book of the Blue, and The Big Book of Beasts. Primary 

  

 
 

Can You Hear the Trees Talking?                                                                               

Peter Wohlleben   

Greystone Kids          ISBN 9781771644341          £14.99 

Based on the international bestseller The Hidden Life of Trees, this interactive 

introduction to the forest shares outdoor activities kids can do on their own or 

with parents, plus quizzes, photos, fun facts and more! Primary/Secondary 

  



 

Caring for the Environment (I’m a Global Citizen)                                            

Georgia Amson-Bradshaw & David Broadbent 

Franklin Watts          ISBN 9781445164007          £8.99 

This looks at the issues around the environment from climate change to 

biodiversity and pollution. One of a series which promotes the idea that we all 

have power as individuals: each of us can change things and each of us has 

choices about how we behave. Primary 

  

 

The Ecology Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained 

Dorling Kindersley          ISBN 9780241350386          £18.99 

How do species interact with each other and their environment? What is 

biodiversity and can we afford to damage it? As our influence on the planet 

grows, these questions are becoming more pressing. The book explores key 

theories, movements, events and people linked with the environment and 

climate change. Secondary  

  

 
 

Endangered Earth: Endangered Rivers                                                                    

Rani Iyer 

Raintree         ISBN 978147492431         £12.99 

The actions of humans are harming the important eco-systems of rivers. This 

book explains why rivers matter and the part we can play in protecting them. 

This is one of a series which also includes Endangered Energy, Endangered 

Oceans and Endangered Rainforests. Primary 

  

 

Exploring Earth’s Habitats: Tundra Habitats Around the World                     

Phillip Simpson  

Raintree          ISBN 9781474785846          £12.99 

Learn about the geography and resources of tundra habitats as well as how 

animals and people have adapted to and changed tundra environments. This is 

one of a new series which also covers desert, forest, marine and grassland 

habitats. Primary/Secondary 

  

 

From Tiny Seeds: The Amazing Story of How Plants Travel                                       

Émilie Vast 

Thames and Hudson          ISBN 9780500651896          £14.95 

Discover the many wonderful ways that seeds can travel and watch as they 

grow into brand new plants. Primary 

  



 

Hidden Planet: An Illustrator’s Love Letter to Planet Earth                                

Ben Rothery 

Ladybird          ISBN 9780241361009          £20.00 

This beautiful large format book celebrates some of Earth’s ‘hidden species 

from the bold and beautiful to the interesting but ugly’, reveals some surprising 

animal relationships and provides a ‘glimpse of the outstanding diversity of 

nature’. The illustrations are stunning! Shortlisted for the 2020 School Library 

Association Information Book Award. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Hoot and Howl Across the Desert                                                                      

Vassiliki Tzomaka                             

Thames and Hudson          ISBN 9780500651988          £12.95 

Travel across some of the world’s driest landscapes and discover the 

remarkable animals and plants that survive in desert climates, both hot and 

cold. Primary 

  

 
 

I Ate Sunshine for Breakfast                                                                               

Michael Holland & Philip Giordano 

Flying Eye Books          ISBN 9781911171188          £11.99 

A fabulous introduction to the world of plants, their different (sometime 

surprising) uses, and suggestions for activities and projects. Primary 

  

 
 

I Care About: My Planet                                                                                                

Liz Lennon & Michael Buxton  

Franklin Watts          ISBN 9781445171913          £11.99 

In a very gentle way, this encourages young children to be green and appreciate 

the planet and is an ideal starting point for discussing environmental issues. 

One of a series. Primary. 

  

 
 

The Incredible Ecosystems of Planet Earth                                                         

Rachel Ignotofsky   

Wren & Rook          ISBN 9781526361745          £12.99 

A beautifully illustrated journey through the world’s ecosystems, exploring the 

plants and animals that live here and explaining how they – and Planet Earth – 

work. Primary/Secondary 

  



 
 

Let’s Save Our Planet: Forests                                                                                    

Jess French & Alexander Mostov   

Ivy Kids          ISBN 9781782409519          £14.99 

Discover everything you need to know about deforestation, explore different 

forest types and the creatures that live there, learn about the solutions that are 

being worked on around the world right now and find out how you can help to 

make a difference. Primary 

  

 
 

Living Planet                                                                                                              

Camilla de la Bedoyere   

Welbeck           ISBN 9781783125296           £12.99 

Comprehensive overview of Planet Earth – from the early struggles of 

prehistoric life to weather and climate, biomes and habitats and the amazing 

animals living within them. Watch incredible videos play on the page with the 

free augmented reality app. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Nature Month-By-Month                                                                                         

Anna Wilson & Elly Jahnz   

Nosy Crow          ISBN 9781788008211         £9.99 

A new updated and revised edition for 2021, this lovely almanac for children 

contains spotter guides, indoor and outdoor craft and activity ideas, seasonal 

recipes, religious festivals and special events. A great resource to help children 

connect with the seasonal changes of the world. Primary 

  

 
 

Our Planet                                                                                                                       

Matt Whyman &Richard Jones     

HarperCollins Children’s          ISBN 9780008180317          £20.00 

The beautifully illustrated official children’s companion to the Netflix 

documentary series with a special foreword by David Attenborough. Primary 

  

 
 

Peep Inside a Beehive                                                                                               

Anna Milbourne & Stephanie Fizer Coleman 

Usborne          ISBN 9781474978477         £7.99 

Lift-the-flap introduction to the world of bees. A recent addition to the ‘Peep 

Inside’ series for very young children which also includes: Bug Homes, The Sea, 

A Tree, The Forest, The Jungle and Animal Homes. Preschool/Primary 



 
 

Planet SOS                                                                                                                     

Marie G. Rohde    

What On Earth Books          ISBN 9781912920211          £14.99 

Imaginative, engaging and informative introduction to some real-life 

environmental monsters that are threatening the world. Readers can use the 

Monster Cards to find out how to vanquish each threat by making small 

changes in everyday life to reduce their carbon footprint. Each of the 22 

monsters are linked to mythological monsters. Primary 

  

 
 

Protecting the Planet (Children in Our World)                                                     

Louise Spilsbury & Hanane Kai  

Wayland          ISBN 9781526310740           £12.99 

One of a picture book series designed to help children make sense of the larger 

issues and crises that dominate the news in a sensitive and appropriate 

manner. This title focuses on the importance of protecting the environment, 

climate change and global warming, and why we should cut pollution and 

recycle. Primary 

  

 
 

Slow Down: Bring Calm to a Busy World with 50 Nature Stories                 

Richard Williams & Freya Hartas    

Magic Cat          ISBN 9781916180512          £16.99 

A wonderful book for inspiring a love of the natural world, in which fifty 

moments in nature are captured in gorgeous slowed-down double page 

spreads. Preschool/Primary 

  

 
 

The Usborne Book of Planet Earth                                                                       

Megan Cullis & Matthew Oldham 

Usborne          ISBN 9781474936620          £14.99 

This spectacular picture book takes readers on a fascinating tour of our amazing 

planet. Primary 

  

 
 

What on Earth: The Environment: Explore, Create and Investigate              

Jonathan Litton & Paulina Morgan 

QED          ISBN 9780711250505          £10.99 

A simple first introduction to the environment which covers air, soil, water, 

plants and animals. Containing three different types of pages – including the 

Create pages which suggest fun crafts and activities to encourage children to 

play and have fun while learning. Primary 



 
 

Wilding: The Return of Nature to A British Farm                                                        

Isabella Tree    

Picador            ISBN 9781509805099           £20.00 

‘Part gripping memoir, part a fascinating account of the ecology of the 

countryside, Wilding is above all, an inspiring story of hope.’ Teen/Adult 

 

Climate 

 
 

123 Seriously Smart Things You Need to Know About the Climate            

Mathilde Masters & Louize Perdieus  

Thames & Hudson           ISBN 9780500296035           £12.95 

Filled to the brim with 123 astonishing facts about the environment and 

climate, this accessible book explores the history of climate change and offers 

suggestions on how we can keep our planet liveable. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

A Climate in Chaos                                                                                                      

Neal Layton    

Wren & Rook           ISBN 9781526362315           £6.99 

A brilliant non-fiction picture book for young children who love nature and 

want to help the environment. Accessible, informative & inspirational.  Primary 

  

 
 

Climate Change (And How We’ll Fix It)                                                                     

Alice Harman & Andres Lozano  

QED          ISBN 9780711256804          £11.99 

After a recap of the science behind climate change, the book explores the social 

and political factors standing in the way of a solution and suggests how all parts 

of society need to collaborate to meet the challenge. Primary 

  

 
 

Climate Change and You: How Climate Change Affects Your Life                     

Emily Raj    

Raintree   Due September 2020 

Discover how scientists study climate change, what current research shows and 

what you can do to reverse its effects. Primary 

  



 

Climate Crisis for Beginners                                                                                      

Andy Prentice & Eddie Reynolds   

Usborne   Due January 2021 

A new title in the popular ‘Beginners’ series which uses accessible language and 

clear illustrations to explain what climate is, how it is changing very rapidly and 

the effects this is having on our planet. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Climate Emergency Atlas 

Dorling Kindersley          ISBN 9780241446430          £12.99 

This unique atlas maps the causes of climate change, the effects it is having on 

our world, and what we can do to turn things around. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

DKfindout! Climate Change  

Dorling Kindersley          ISBN 9781465493156          £5.99 

Colourful and engaging introduction to climate change for young children. 

Primary 

  

 
 

Hot Planet                                                                                                                    

Anna Claybourne   

Franklin Watts          ISBN 9781445169880          £13.99 

Provides young readers with a clear, insightful introduction to Earth’s climate 

change crisis. Primary 

  

 
 

This Book Will (Help) Cool the Climate                                                                

Isabel Thomas & Alex Patterson  

Wren & Rook          ISBN 9781526362414          £6.99 

Fifty easy tips to help aspiring young eco-activists take control of their future 

and start making a difference. The perfect companion to This Book is Not 

Rubbish by the same author. Primary/Secondary 

  



 
 

What is Climate Change?                                                                                          

Louise Spilsbury &Mike Gordon    

Wayland          ISBN 9781526311450          £13.99 

Everything you need to know about climate change from the causes to the 

evidence to the effects and what you can do to help combat it. 

Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

What’s the Issue: Climate Change                                                                                

Tom Jackson & Cristina Guitian    

QED          ISBN           £9.99 

This reviews what’s at stake when we think about climate change, with the aim 

of helping young people to understand this difficult subject and provide them 

with the tools to inform their own opinions on the issue. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Weird Weather and Changing Climates                                                            

Hannah Wilson    

Welbeck          ISBN 9781783125050         £8.99 

An engaging introduction to climate change for young readers with positive 

projects to enable them to make a difference. One of a new series which also 

includes: Drastic Plastic and Troublesome Trash and Hazardous Habitats and 

Endangered Animals. Primary 

 

Conservation 

 
 

Animal SOS: Save the Tiger                                                                                      

Angela Royston    

Raintree         ISBN 9781474777438          £12.99 

Find out about these magnificent creatures, why they are under threat and 

what is being done to save them from extinction. One of a series which also 

includes Save the Humpback Whale, Save the Giant Panda and Save the Gorilla. 

Primary/Secondary 

 
 

Endangered Wildlife: Rescuing Ocean Life                                                               

Anita Ganeri    

Wayland          ISBN 9781526310002         £12.99 

Discover some of the rarest and most threatened ocean creatures on Earth and 

learn how conservation efforts are endeavouring to reverse their extinction. 

Series also includes Birds, Mammals and Reptiles. Primary 

  



 
 

How to Help a Hedgehog and Protect a Polar Bear                                               

Jess French & Angela Keoghan  

Nosy Crow          ISBN 9781788002578          £12.99 

Explore each beautifully illustrated ecosystem to discover where the animals 

live and what threats they face from climate change, deforestation and more, 

with 70 simple ideas for how children can help to save the planet. Primary 

  

 
 

Saving British Wildlife: Success Stories                                                                 

Claire Throp    

Raintree          ISBN 9781474762274          £12.99 

This book looks at the work being done to save British wildlife, focusing on the 

success stories that now see certain species thriving. There’s also information 

about species that are declining in numbers and tips for looking after wildlife in 

gardens and the countryside. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Shark Super Powers                                                                                                      

Jillian Morris, Duncan Brake & Steve May 

UCLAN          ISBN 9781912979165          £9.99 

The perfect guide for young shark enthusiasts written by marine biologists with 

a passion for shark conservation. Primary 

 

Rubbish, Plastic, Recycling 

 
 

The Amazing Recycling Project Book                                                                      

Sara Stanford    

Welbeck          ISBN 9781783125197          8.99 

Recycle egg and cereal boxes into marvelous makes with photographic step-by-

step instructions that are easy for kids to follow.  See also The Brilliant Recycling 

Project Book for ideas for recycling socks and toilet rolls. Primary 

  

 
 

A Planet Full of Plastic: and How You Can Help                                                     

Neal Layton  

Wren & Rook          ISBN 9781526361769          £6.99 

This non-fiction picture book is an ideal for sharing with young children to help 

them understand the plastic problem and the changes they can make that will 

really make a difference. Primary 

  



 
 

Be Plastic Clever                                                                                                            

Amy Meek & Ella Meek   

Dorling Kindersley          ISBN 9780241447079          £6.99 

Join teenage activists Amy and Ella Meek on their mission to rid the world of 

single-use plastic in this practical book for budding eco-warriors. Primary 

  

 
 

Helping the Environment: I Can Pick Up Litter                                                     

Mari Schuh    

Raintree          ISBN 9781474770312          £11.99 

This introduces young readers to the problem of littering and how to keep it in 

its rightful place. One of a series which also includes I Can Reuse and Recycle, I 

Can Care for Nature and I Can Reduce Waste. Primary 

  

 
 

Helping Our Planet                                                                                                      

Jane Bingham    

Usborne          ISBN 9781474982764          £6.99 

A hands-on guide to practical choices and actions with helpful checklists of 

things to do. There are clear guidelines on planet-friendly shopping, eating and 

travel, as well as ways to save energy, deal with waste and get drastic about 

plastic. Primary 

  

 
 

How Long Does It Take for Rubbish to Decompose?                                          

Emily Hudd    

Raintree          ISBN 9781474788847          £12.99 

Learn about the process of decomposition and find out more about the science 

behind the cycle. Primary 

  

 
 

Kids Fight Plastic                                                                                                      

Martin Dorey    

Walker Books          ISBN 9781406390650         £7.99 

Practical paperback guide packed with information, plus 50 achievable missions 

to help save the oceans and become a #2minutesuperhero. Shortlisted for the 

2020 School Library Association Information Book Award. Primary 

  



 
 

Lift-the-Flap Questions and Answers About Plastic                                                

Katie Daynes & Marie-Eve Tremblay 

Usborne          ISBN 9781474963381          £9.99 

An ideal book for young children which addresses such questions as ‘What is 

plastic?’ ‘How does plastic get into the ocean?’ and ‘How can we make a 

difference?’ Primary 

  

 
 

Lift-the-Flap Questions and Answers About Recycling and Rubbish              

Katie Daynes & Peter Donnelly  

Usborne          ISBN 9781474950664          £9.99 

An ideal book for young children which provides an overview of what happens 

to our waste, from stinking problems and hi-tech sorting systems to the 

importance of making less rubbish in the first place. Primary 

  

 
 

Plastic Planet                                                                                                           

Georgia Amson-Bradshaw 

Franklin Watts          ISBN 9781445165691          £13.99 

This provides young readers with the perfect non-alarmist introduction to the 

Earth’s plastic crisis. Primary 

  

 
 

Recycle and Remake: Creative Projects for Eco Kids 

Dorling Kindersley          ISBN 9780241395813          £8.99 

A gentle, but empowering book full of creative making activities, information 

and ideas. Primary 

  

 
 

Save and Mend: Good to be Green                                                                  

Deborah Chancellor & Diane Ewan 

Wayland          ISBN 9781526308955          £12.16 

One of a new series that explores green issues through engaging stories. 

Focusing on what to do with old toys, this title will help young children 

understand what happens to waste and how we can reduce, reuse and recycle. 

See also Turn Off the Tap, Let’s Walk to School, Rubbish or Recycling, Don’t 

Waste Your Food and Save the Animals. Primary 

  



 
 

Studying Pollution (Citizen Science)                                                                          

Izzi Howell  

Wayland          ISBN 9781526312242          £12.99 

Study air pollution, global warming, water pollution and more through step-by-

step experiments, and contribute to the scientific community by sharing the 

collected data as a citizen scientist. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Wasted: Fatbergs, Space Junk, Plastic and a Load of Other Rubbish              

Clive Gifford  

Wayland          ISBN 9781526313973 £12.99 

Looks at the pollution and damage caused to our planet and solar system 

through the lens of extreme examples and asks what’s being done to deal with 

them and prevent their recurrence. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

What a Waste: Rubbish, Recycling and Protecting Our Planet                           

Jess French   

DK Children          ISBN 9780241366912          £9.99 

As well as explaining where we’re going wrong, What a Waste also shows what 

we are getting right and suggests how we can get involved in making our planet 

a better place to live. Primary 

  

 
 

You Are Eating Plastic Everyday: What’s in Our Food?                                    

Danielle Smith-Llera 

Raintree          ISBN 9781474788984          £13.99 

Are we really eating microscopic pieces of plastic every day? If so, what does 

this mean for our health, and what can we do about it? Secondary 

  

 
 

Zero Waste Kids                                                                                                       

Kathryn Kellogg  

Franklin Watts          ISBN 9781445171111          £13.99 

Our planet is in danger. It’s time to make a difference to ensure its future by 

taking up the zero-waste challenge and try 30 achievable child-friendly 

challenges. Primary 

 

 



People 

 
 

Adventure Starts at Bedtime                                                                                     

Ness Knight 

Magic Cat          ISBN 9781916180550          £16.99 

Large format collection of 30 real-life stories of daring and danger designed to 

whet the appetite of would-be adventurers and explorers, ranging from Dian 

Fossey to Ellen Macarthur, and Josh Blashford-Snell to Aldo Kane. 

Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

The Atlas of Great Journeys                                                                                     

Philip Steele & Christian Cralingen 

Welbeck          ISBN 9781783125104          £17.99 

Beautifully illustrated maps of different regions of the world showing the routes 

of the world’s greatest explorers. Download the free app to see each map come 

to life. 

  

 
 

Children Who Changed the World: Incredible True Stories About Children’s 

Rights                                                                                                                          

Marcia Williams 

Walker Books          ISBN 9781406384109          £8.99 

Published in 2019 in celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Rights of the 

Child, which includes the right to the best health care possible, clean water to 

drink, healthy food and a clean and safe environment to live in. Primary 

  

 
 

Climate Rebels                                                                                                              

Ben Lerwill 

Puffin          ISBN 9780241440421          £12.99 

Features 25 hopeful stories about people around the world who are fighting to 

save the planet. As well as more familiar heroes, this also includes lesser-known 

heroes like turtle protector Len Peters and the guardians of the Amazon 

rainforest. Primary          

  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Darwin’s Rival: Alfred Russel Wallace and the Search for Evolution        

Christiane Dorion & Harry Tennant 

Walker Studio          ISBN 9781406378443          £15.00 

The less well-known story of a Victorian naturalist and explorer whose travels 

around the world led him to discover natural selection independently of Charles 

Darwin. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Diary of a Young Naturalist                                                                                      

Dara McAnulty  

Little Toller Books          ISBN 9781783528981          £16.00  

The 15-year-old author’s hope is that his readers will ‘not only understand 

autism a little more but also appreciate a child’s eye view on our delicate and 

changing biosphere.’ Teen/Adult 

  

 
 

Earth Heroes: Twenty Inspiring Stories of People Saving Our World.               

Lily Dyu  & Jackie Lay 

Nosy Crow           ISBN 9781788008525           £9.99 

A book about people who are finding different ways to confront climate-change 

head on, wherever it is affecting them. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Eco Stories for Those Who Dare to Care                                                                   

Ben Hubbard & Berat Pekmezci  

Franklin Watts          ISBN 9781445171241          £12.99 

The perfect introduction to environmentalism and the world-changing lives that 

have fought for our planet’s future. 

  

 
 

Explorers: Amazing Tales of the World’s Greatest Adventures                       

Nellie Huang & Jessamy Hawke  

Dorling Kindersley          ISBN 9780241343784          £16.99 

See the world through the eyes of fifty of the world’s greatest explorers and 

their trusty companions. Primary/Secondary 

  



 
 

Fantastically Great Women Who Saved the Planet                                              

Kate Pankhurst  

Bloomsbury          ISBN 9781408899298          £6.99 

Colourful and engaging book which celebrates some inspirational women who 

have dedicated their lives to studying, conserving and protecting planet Earth 

and all its living things. Primary 

  

 
 

Greta Thunberg and the Climate Crisis                                                                    

Paul Rocket 

Franklin Watts           ISBN 9781445172897          £12.99 

A perfect introduction to Greta’s story and what climate change is for aspiring 

climate activists. Primary 

  

 
 

Little People Big Dreams: David Attenborough                                                    

Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara & Mikyo Noh  

Frances Lincoln Children’s         ISBN 9780711245631          £9.99 

One of a series of illustrated biographies designed for young readers, this 

describes naturalist David Attenborough’s lifelong passion for and concern 

about looking after the natural world. Primary 

  

 
 

Little People Big Dreams: Greta Thunberg                                                           

Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara & Anke Weckman 

Frances Lincoln Children’s          ISBN 9780711256804          £9.99 

This title introduces Greta Thunberg, the teenage environmental activist who 

started the ‘School Strike for Climate’ movement and continues to inspire 

others to take action. Primary 

  

 
 

No One is Too Small to Make a Difference                                                          

Greta Thunberg   

Penguin          ISBN 9780141991740          £2.99 

The history-making, ground-breaking speeches of Swedish teenager Greta 

Thunberg, the young activist who has become the voice of a generation. A must 

read for young people and adults alike.  

  



 
 

Old Enough to Save the Planet                                                                                

Anna Taylor, Loll Kirby et al. 

Magic Cat          ISBN 9781916180529         £12.99 

A beautifully illustrated collection of inspirational stories about real-life children 

taking action against climate change around the world. Primary 

  

 
 

When Darwin Sailed the Sea                                                                                   

David Long and Sam Kalda 

Wide Eyed Editions          ISBN 9780711249660          £12.99 

Follow the story of Darwin’s first voyage and find out how his revolutionary 

research changed the world forever. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

YouthQuake                                                                                                                 

Tom Adams & Sarah Walsh 

Nosy Crow          ISBN 9781788007634          £16.99 

Inspiring, powerful and motivating stories from throughout history and around 

the world about 50 young people whose actions and achievements shook the 

world. Primary/Secondary 

 

Taking Action 

 
 

17 Ways to Save the World                                                                                      

Louise Spilsbury 

Franklin Watts          ISBN 9781445171074          £13.99 

This is an accessible guide to how young people can help the UN achieve their 

17 Sustainable Development Goals. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Challenge Everything: An Extinction Rebellion Youth Guide to Saving the 

Planet                                                                                                                             

Blue Sandford 

Pavilion Children’s          ISBN 9781843654643          £7.99 

A manifesto for how young people can save the planet by questioning 

everything about modern life and acting upon their conclusions. Secondary 

  



 
 

Generation Hope: You(th) Can Make a Difference                                       

Kimberlie Hamilton & Risa Rodil 

Scholastic          ISBN 9781407199931          £9.99 

Mett the young people around the world who are acting now to make a 

difference. Accessible, bright and bold. Secondary 

  

 
 

Planet Greta: How Greta Thunberg Wants You to Help Her Save Our Planet 

Scholastic          ISBN 9780702300141          £6.99 

Perfect for those who want to know more about global warming, its devastating 

effects and what they can do to make a difference. Primary/Secondary 

 

Fiction and Poetry 

 
 

Be the Change: Poems to Help You Save the World                                               

Liz Brownlee, et.al  

Macmillan Children’s          ISBN 9781529018943           £5.99 

This collection of upbeat and positive poems from National Poetry Day 

Ambassadors Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and Roger Stevens provides the 

perfect starting point for talking about looking after each other and our 

environment.  

  

 
 

The Blue Giant                                                                                                             

Katie Cottle  

Pavilion Children’s          ISBN 9781843654513          £6.99 

A mother and daughter are enjoying a day at the seaside when a huge wave 

rises out of the ocean and asks them for help. Once Meera and her mum realise 

the size and nature of the problem they start to get lots of other people 

involved. Primary 

  

 
 

Greta and the Giants                                                                                                     

Zoe Tucker & Zoe Persico 

Frances Lincoln          ISBN 9780711253759          £6.99 

An accessible retelling of Greta Thunberg’s story for young children. Primary 

  



 
 

Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth                                                   

Oliver Jeffers  

Harper Collins Children’s          ISBN 9780008266165          £14.99 

A beautifully illustrated guide to our wonderful world. The Centre for Literacy in 

Primary Education (CLPE) has based a free two-week unit of work on this 

thought-provoking book. Primary 

  

 
 

Hope Jones Saves the World                                                                                              

Josh Lacey & Beatriz Castro 

Andersen Press          ISBN 9781783449279          £6.99 

The first in a series of illustrated novels about a 10-year-old eco-warrior 

determined to make a difference. Written in blog format, each book will focus 

on a different environmental issue which in this case is plastic food packaging. 

The book contains ten ways of helping. Primary 

  

 
 

Last: The Story of a White Rhino                                                                           

Nicola Davies  

Tiny Owl           ISBN 9781910328644           September 

This beautiful picture book about a rhino in captivity conveys a heartfelt 

message about an endangered species. It is also author and zoologist Nicola 

Davies’s debut as an illustrator. Primary 

  

 
 

The Last Tree                                                                                                                 

Emily Haworth-Booth  

Pavilion Children’s          ISBN 9781843654377           £6.99 

Powerful picture book story by Emily Haworth-Booth about community and our 

relationship with the environment. Primary 

  

 
 

The Lost Words                                                                                                          

Jackie Morris & Robert Macfarlane 

Hamish Hamilton          ISBN 9780241253588          £20.00 

Inspired by the decision to remove fifty ‘nature’ words from the Oxford Junior 

Dictionary, this has become a much applauded and loved collection of 

beautifully illustrated poems that celebrate the natural world. 

Primary/Secondary 

  



 
 

Lottie Loves Nature: Hopping Mad                                                                         

Jane Clarke & James Brown  

Five Quills          ISBN 9781912923076          £6.99 

First of a new series about a girl who dreams of becoming a wildlife presenter. 

In this story she decides to make a pond in her back garden to encourage local 

wildlife, but things get a bit out of hand … Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Poems from a Green and Blue Planet                                                                 

Sabrina Mahfouz 

Hodder Children’s          ISBN 9781444951240        £14.99 

A joyous collection of poetry which celebrates life in all corners of our beautiful 

planet Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

The Tale of the Toothbrush: A Story of Plastic in Our Oceans                                 

M G Leonard & Daniel Rieley 

Walker Books          ISBN 9781406389692          £12.99 

This topical and funny picture book story will get children thinking about what 

happens to their own plastic toothbrushes after they have been thrown away. 

Primary 

  

 
 

Tin Boy                                                                                                                             

Steve Cole & Oriol Vidal   

Barrington Stoke          ISBN 9781781128725          £6.99 

A short, hard-hitting story set in present-day Indonesia. Tono’s life is typical of 

the illegal tin miners who risk their lives scavenging underwater for the tin ore 

that is essential for our smartphones, laptops, cars and computers. 

Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

World Burn Down                                                                                                      

Steve Cole & Oriol Vidal  

Barrington Stoke          ISBN 9781781129463          £6.99 

The terrifying reality of illegal deforestation and the destruction of the 

rainforest is revealed in this powerful and gripping Amazonian adventure. 

Primary/Secondary. 

 



General 

 
 

Britannica All New Children’s Encyclopedia                                                                        

Christopher Lloyd & J E Luebering 

Britannica          ISBN 9781912920471 £25.00 

This new single-volume encyclopedia takes you on a journey from the beginning 

of time to the present day and beyond, exploring a wide range of topics in each 

of the subject related chapters, with over 1000 images including specially 

commissioned illustrations and stunning photography. Primary/Secondary 

  

 
 

Question Everything                                                                                                  

Susan Martineau & Vicky Barker  

b small publishing          ISBN 9781912909353 

Designed to help young readers develop their information literacy skills, 

including being able to spot fake news, solve mysteries and investigate 

disasters. Primary/Secondary 

 

Magazines 

Young people who are fascinated by facts are likely to enjoy reading magazines like these: 

 
 

Aquila 

Each issue focuses on a particular topic – such as Japan, Dogs or The Earth. 

Packed with informative articles, puzzles, activities and more, all beautifully 

illustrated with contemporary artwork. Aimed at bright children aged 8-13 and 

ideal for home or schools - who will appreciate the cross-curricular approach 

and downloadable teaching resources. www.aquila.co.uk 

  

 
 

National Geographic Kids 

Provides a great way to engage children with the natural world and encourage 

them to take care of the planet. Aimed at children aged 6-12, each issue is 

packed full of facts about our amazing world, competitions and things to make 

and do, with all the amazing photographic imagery you’d expect from the Nat 

Geo brand. www.natgeokids.com  

  

 

 

 

http://www.aquila.co.uk/
http://www.natgeokids.com/


 
 

Science and Nature 

A monthly magazine produced by The Week Junior which focuses particularly 

on the latest news stories, discoveries, inventions and innovations. It includes 

information about the work of scientists, amazing creatures and experiments to 

try in class or at home. Aims to bring science, technology, engineering and 

maths topics to life for 8-15s. https://sciencenature.theweekjunior.co.uk  

  

 
 

Scoop 

A bi-monthly magazine which offers children a way into ideas and subjects 

through the very best storytelling, design and illustration. Each issue explores a 

different theme - such as activism, art, Africa and innovation - through stories, 

articles, games, puzzles and activities. Ideal for 8-14s. www.scoopthemag.co.uk    

  

 
 

The Week Junior 

An award-winning current affairs magazine for 8-14s. The fascinating news and 

engaging information will feed curious minds and help children make sense of 

the world. Excellent coverage of books and encourages contributions from 

individuals and schools. www.theweekjunior.co.uk  

  

 
 

Whizz Pop Bang 

Thirty-six-page monthly magazine for 6-12s which aims to help children develop 

a love of science. Written by expert science writers, packed full of information, 

activities and experiments and totally advert free! www.whizzpopbang.com  
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