Early Years Foundation Stage Framework
Information for Parents and Carers

What Is the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework?

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework is a government document that all schools
and Ofsted-registered early years providers in England must follow. It sets standards for the learming,
development and care of yvour child from birth to 5 vears old. The standards ensure your child will learn and
develop well and are kept healthy and zafe.

1 What Will My Child Be Learning?

The EYFS framework outlines seven areas of learning and development and educational programmes.
There are three prime areas of learming, which are particularly important for your child’s developrment and
future learnimg:

communication and language personal, social and emotional development

There are four specific areas of learmning, through which the prime areas are strengthened and applied:

m understanding the world expressive arts and design

Early years practitioners also use your childs needs and interests to plan challenging and enjoyvable activities
and experiences.

7' How Will My Child Be Learning?

The EYFS framework identifies the essential role of play in your child’s development. It is through bath child-led
play and play guided by an adult that your child will develop confidence and relationships with others. Through
play, EYFS practitioners will help your child to extend their vocabulary and develop their communication skills.

The EYFS framework identifies three characteristics of effective teaching and learming:

playing and exploring active learning creating and thinking critically

A greater focus on teaching specific skills will occur as your child progresses through their reception year,
which will help them to prepare for year one.

1'r How Will | Know How My Child Is Doing?

Each child in the EYFS has a key person who will work in partnership with yvou, sharing information about your
child. EYFS settings may also use observations to share your child's key achievements.

EYFS practitioners use their professional knowledge to understand your child’s level of development. IF they
have any concerns about your child's progress, they will discuss these with you.

Three formal assessments take place during the EYFS:
« Twio-Year Progress Check (this will happen between the ages of 24 1o 36 months)
» Reception Baseline Assesament (al the starl of the receplion year)
« Early Years Foundation Stage Praofile (at the end of the EYFS)

Your child's Early Years Foundation Stage Profile will be shared with

vou at the end of the EYFS. This will inform you of your child's progress
and whether they have met or are continuing to work towards their early
learnirg goals (ELGs). There are 17 ELGs your child is expected 1o achieve by the end of the EYFS.
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How can I help at home?

All the fun activities that you do with your

child at home are important in supporting their

learning and development, and have a really
long lasting effect on your child’s learning as
they progress through school. Here are just a
few ideas of things you and your child might
enjoy.

Ideas for developing gross and fine motor
control:

Give children time to run, jump, climb and
PLAY OUTDOORS!

Encourage children in building, drawing
and threading beads.

Let children explore water and sand, filling

and emptying containers and introduce
language such as full and empty.

Work on puzzles together.

Painting, finger painting and making big
patterns on differently shaped paper -

talking about the patterns they have made.

Painting with water on a wall or a fence.
Encourage children to strengthen their
fingers by using clay, play dough or
Plasticine for modelling.

Playing and sorting using tweezers to pick
up sequins, buttons or small beads.

Sprinkling coloured sand, glitter or salt to
make pictures.

Ideas for helping socially:

Encourage your child to use the toilet
independently, wash their hands and get
dressed themselves especially fastening
their coats.

Play games that encourage sharing and
taking turns, help your child to lose!

Ideas for helping with mathematics:

Talk about shapes you see in and around
the house.

Compare weights when picking things
up and model the language heavier/
lighter.

Point out numbers you see in the local
environment.

Play board games that involve moving
a certain amount of steps on, and play
with dice and dominoes.

Sing counting rhymes.

Handle real coins and play shop.

Ideas for helping with language and
literacy:

Sing songs and nursery rhymes.

Read regularly to your child and share
books together, let your child choose the
books, talk about the books and find a
great place to snuggle up.

Allow your child to see you reading for
pleasure or writing for a purpose such as
making shopping lists or writing birthday
cards.

Ideas for helping with Understanding of
the World:

Plant seeds or bulbs in a pot or garden
patch.

Cook / bake together.

Use the weather - shadows, rain
puddles, snow, wind, mist and sun - to
extend your child’s vocabulary.

Explore the park at a different time of the
year - go off the beaten track.



Communication and Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding

* Listen attentively and respond 1o what they hear with relevant questions,
cammenls and sctions when being read 1o and during whale class discussions
and srmall grou inlersetions,

 Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions 1o clarily their
understanding.

+ Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-lorh exchanges with their 1eacher
and peers.

+  Paricipate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, of fering their awn
idaas, using recently introduced vacabulary.

vocabutary from stories, non-fiction, fymes and poerns when appropriate.

+ Express their ideas and feelings aboul their expanisnces using Tull seritenoes,
inclisding e of past, pressnl and flune lenses and making use of conjunctiong,
with modelling and suppart from iheir i=aches.

+ Offer explanations lor why things might happen, making use of recently introduced

Early Learning Goals

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Self-Regulation

ek behaviour aceerdingly.

or actions.

inthe lace af challenges.

Understanding the World

Past and Present

« Talk about the lives ol the people araund them and their roles in sacisty.

* Kniow some similasities and differences between things in the past and
naw, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

« Undsstand the past threwgh setlings, charactars and events encounisred
in books read in ¢lass and ﬁﬂy‘lﬂlil‘lg.

People, Culture and Communities

+ Deseribe theis immediate envimonment using knowledge from abservation,
discussion, stofies, non-fiction texts and maps.

+ Know some similasities and differences between different religious and
eultural cammunities in this cowntry, drawing on their experiences and what
has been read in class,

+  Explain sarme similarilies and differences between lile in this courtry and
lite im eiher courtries, drawing on knowledge fromm stories, norhetion s
and {when approprisle) maps.

The Matural World

Explore the natural warld around them, making abservations and dravwing
pictures of animals and plants.

+  Know some similarities and differences betwesn the natural world
araiind them and contrasting enironments, drawing on their expediences
and what has been read in class,

+ Understand seme irmpariant processes and changes in the naiural warld
araiind them, including the seazons and changing states of matter

»  Shaw an understanding of their own feelings and these of others, and begin to regulate

= Sefand work lowards simple goals, being sble 1o wail for whal they want and cantral
thesr irmmediate impulses when appropriate.

» Give focused allention 1o whal the teacher says, responding appropristely even when
engaged in activity, and shew an ability 1o follow nstructions invalving several ideas

Managing Self

= Beconfident 1o Iry new activilies and show independence, resilience and perseverance

= Esplain the reasons for rules, know right fram wnang and iry 1o behave acoondingly.

« Manage their own basic hygiens and personal needs, including dressing, gaing 1o the
tailet and undenstanding the importance of healthy lood choices.

Building Relationzhips

« Wark and play coaperatively and take lums with athers.
« Form posilive sllachiments 1o adulls and fiendships with pesrs.
+  Shaw sensilivity 1a their own and o others’ nesds.

»  Hegoliate space and obstackes safely, with
consideration Tor thermselves and ol hars.

» Demonsirale stirength, balanee and coordination
when playing.

= Mave energetically, such a8 ruaning, jurmging,
daning, hepping, skipping and climbing.

= Hold & pencil effectively in preparation Tor fluent
wiiting = using the tripad grip in almast all cases.

* Usearange of small toals, including scissors,
paintbrushes and euilery,

«  Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

Literacy

Comprehension

» Demonsirate understanding of what has besn
read to therm by reteling slories and naatives

Expressive Arts and Design

Creating with Materials

+ Balely use and explane a variely of
malsrials, 1ools and technigues,
sxperirnenting with calour, design,
texture, form and funclion.

+  Bhare their creations, explaining the
process they have wsed

+ Make use of props and malensls when
role playing characiers in narratives
and siofes,

Being Imaginative and Expressive

+ Inient, adapt and recounl narratives
and slories with peers and
hesir teacher,

+ Sing a range of well-known nursery
rhyrres and sangs.

+ Perfanm sangs, rhymes, poems
and stories with others, and (when
appropriate) iry 1o move in lims
with music.

using their ewn words and recenily introduced
vecabislary.

« Anlicipate (whene aparopriste) key events
in slores.

« Useand understand recently introduced
viszabulary during discussions abeat stories, non-
foction, fhyries and posms and dusing robe play.

Mathematics
Humber

« Have a desp understanding of number 1o 10,
inchuding the composition of each furmber,

- Subilise [recognise quantities witheat
eourting) up o 5.

Word Reading

* Autamatically recall (without reference 1a + Say asound lor sach leiter in the alphabet and at
thymes, caunting or ciher sids) number bards least 1D digraphs.
tp o 5 finchuding subtraction facts) and sorme _ N
. - Read words consistent with their phonic
number bonds to 10, including double facts.
9 krowladge by sound-blending.

Humerical Patterns

« Werbally count beyend 200, recognising the
pattenm of the counting systerm.

»  Compare guantities up ta 10 in different
cantexls, reeagnising when one quantity is
preater than, less than or the same as the
other quartity.

= Explare and represent patterns within
numbers up 1o 10, including evens and odds,
dauble facts and how quantities can be
digtributed equally.

* Resd sloud ﬁ'r'lﬂ! sanlences and books that are
eoneistert with their pharie knowledge, inchuding
mtmt:tﬂp‘“ wiands.

= Wirite recognisable letiers, most of which ans
carrectly Tafmed.

= Spell words by identitying seunds in thern and
represanting 1he sounds with  kiier or lefers

= Write simple phiases and sentences thal can be
read by oihers.




